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The 2017 Annual Joint Conference was

the nineteenth such event held by Key-

stone SWANA in conjunction with the

Pennsylvania Waste Industries Associa-

tion.  In a tip of the hat to long standing

attendees and industry veterans, the pro-

gram included a Pa Waste Industry Histo-

ry Quiz.  It sparked more than a few “glory

days” discussions and laughter about “the

way we were.”

Despite experiencing record breaking

attendance this year, the milestone was

bittersweet.  During the opening ceremo-

nies, we memorialized Wayne Alexander,

Steve Tucker and Dave Terrill, past lead-

ers in Keystone SWANA.  Their legacies

remain as substantial contributions to the

advancement of the waste and recycling

industries in Pennsylvania.

In keeping with our transitional industry,

each year the conference committee ex-

periments with the format, agenda, and

topics for discussion.  The goal of the

committee is to provoke and stimulate

discussion, fuel debate on new concepts,

and provide advanced warning of pending

changes.  The committee also strives to

offer a balance between operational and

regulatory issues we face daily and those

which are gaining momentum throughout

the nation.

A considerable number of the organiza-

tions whose employees attend the confer-

ence have diversified services.  To ad-

dress those interests, the conference now

offers a broader spectrum of topics.  In

years with a lack of regulatory initiatives

and new technical guidance, developing

the agenda is open to greater variety.

Plans are to add different tracks for col-

lection, recycling, and other processing

technologies.  This year we increased the

number of sessions, but each had fewer

speakers, allowing for a more substantive

presentation.

To evaluate if the attendees, sponsors,

and exhibitors are satisfied with these

changes, we conducted a follow-up sur-

vey.  The volume of responses was favor-
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able, but we did learn that a shorter survey format would

be better in the future.

The majority of attendees told us that they enjoyed and

learned more than anticipated from some of the non-

traditional session topics.  Most respondents gave kudos

to the sessions on creating habitats for bees as a benefi-

cial use of landfill buffer zones.  The issue of upgrading

personnel policies to deal with medical marijuana in the

workplace was ranked as an important takeaway, as were

pending changes to material management and Act 101.

One or two landfill engineers (as they described them-

selves) wish we would stick with an old school approach.

One thing is certain, our attendees value the conference

for its networking and educational opportunities.  We have

our sponsors and exhibitors to thank for making it all pos-

sible.  We are gearing up for the 20th anniversary year in

2018.  Mark the dates on your calendar – September 5

and 6 at the Harrisburg Hilton.

Written By:  Michele Nestor, Secretary of the Keystone
Chapter SWANA.
President of Nestor Resource Inc.

Advertisement

Attendees enjoying the beautiful Reception Dinner on

Wednesday evening.

Attendees checking out the various industry

professionals set up in the Exhibit Hall.
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The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA),

Silver Spring, Maryland, has submitted comments to the

World Trade Organization in response to the July 18,

2017, notification from China on its intent to ban certain

scrap imports.

SWANA’s comments explain what effect the proposed ban

on certain categories of recyclables could have on munici-

pal recycling in the United States and Canada, requests

further clarification on the terms of the ban and offers tech-

nical assistance to the Chinese government on waste and

recycling related matters.

“China’s proposed import ban is a very important issue for

SWANA members in the United States and Canada, and

is a critical one for many of the communities they serve,”

says David Biderman, SWANA executive director and

CEO. “We need to work with the Chinese government to

develop a practical timeline for the proposed ban while

improving bale quality for material exported to China and

other foreign markets.”

SWANA lays out challenges the United States likely will

face in adapting to the ban and discusses recycling on the

state and local levels and the lack of domestic recycling

infrastructure to process material currently being exported.

“Because single-stream recycling has become the promi-

nent method of recycling in North America, it is imperative

that the quality of the sorted recycled materials be as high

as possible to avoid loads being rejected,” says Rich Allen,

president of SWANA. “Many material recovery facilities are

looking to upgrade their sorting systems to improve the

quality of their bales along with better educating their resi-

dents on what can and more importantly cannot be recy-

cled. The actual impacts of the Chinese waste ban are still

being interpreted, but SWANA is keeping close tabs on the

implications for our members and the industry.”

SWANA says it supports the concerns previously filed by

the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI) and

Waste Management and suggests a clearly defined five-

year transition period for the ban to allow time for custom-

ers and suppliers in the United States and the global mar-

ketplace to adapt to the policy change.

“We appreciate SWANA joining with ISRI and others to

raise concerns about China’s import restrictions,” says

Robin Weiner, CEO of ISRI. “We look forward to working

with SWANA to support the Chinese government’s envi-

ronmental protection goals.”

Written By:  Waste Today Staff Members
September 5, 2017
Source:  http://www.wastetodaymagazine.com/article/
swana-submits-comments-wto-china-scrap-ban/swana-
submits-comments-wto-china-scrap-ban/

SWANA Speaks About China Scrap Ban
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Researchers at the Universi-

ty of Missouri, Columbia,

Missouri, recently published

a study analyzing waste and

recyclables generated dur-

ing Mizzou’s 2014 home

football season, finding that

sporting venues can achieve

or exceed the standards for

zero waste by offering better

recycling receptacles and sorting options.

“Zero waste means designing and managing products and

processes to systematically avoid and eliminate the vol-

ume and toxicity of waste and materials with the target of

recycling or composting at least 90 percent of the waste

generated at football games,” says Christine Costello, as-

sistant research professor of bioengineering in the MU

College of Engineering. “Our objectives were to develop a

system to characterize the waste produced at sporting

events prior to game day and unsold

food disposed of on game day, quantify

the greenhouse gases produced, identi-

fy waste management and recycling

strategies and develop scenarios that

event managers can use to decrease

life cycle greenhouse gas emissions

and energy use.”

The research team audited the landfill-destined waste gen-

erated at Mizzou’s Memorial Stadium at five home football

games game in 2014. Team members counted garbage

bags disposed of during and after the games and sorted

representative sample bags, which were inventoried to

identify the contents.

An estimated 47.3 metric tons of waste were generated.

The majority of the waste, 29.6 metric tons of food, was

prepared off-site, where a full 96 percent was unsold food

waste. The remaining 17.7 metric tons of waste originated

inside the stadium, with recyclables accounting for 43 per-

cent, followed by food waste at 24 percent, with most of

the remaining waste destined for the landfill.

Recommendations for reducing waste and bringing the

stadium up to a 90 percent recycling or composting goal

include:

¨ donating unsold food to local charities and food

banks;

¨ targeting and swapping out materials that aren’t re-

cyclable or compostable;

¨ understanding how to better forecast food demand in

box seats and suites;

¨ replacing foods and preparations that are involved in

higher greenhouse emissions, such as beef, with

more vegetables and chicken;

¨ providing more recycling stations and receptacles

throughout the stadium; and

¨ educating attendees about recycling and sustainabil-

ity.

“Athletic events offer a great oppor-

tunity for engaging with a large, di-

verse crowd that may or may not be

familiar with sustainability issues,”

says Ronald G. McGarvey, who

holds a dual appointment as an as-

sistant professor of industrial and

manufacturing systems engineering

in the MU College of Engineering and an assistant profes-

sor of public affairs in the Truman School of Public Affairs.

“Sporting event organizers can generate pro-

environmental messaging to a broad audience and should

take advantage of getting the word out about sustainable

operations. This would be a wonderful public relations tool

for these professional and collegiate leagues and should

be pursued.”

Costello notes that the MU Office of Sustainability has a

Gold Rating from the Sustainability Tracking, Assessment

and Rating System through the Association for the Ad-

Study Examines Sporting Event Recycling

“Athletic events offer a great
opportunity for engaging with

a large, diverse crowd that
may or may not be familiar
with sustainability issues,”
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