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A Message from the Keystone Chapter
President: Michele Nestor
We are living through extraordinary
times. There is little that remains
untouched by our current public health
crisis. Today’s norm is barely new
before the next variant or guideline
presents us with an entirely different set
of circumstances. In the words of Peter
Drucker, the father of modern business
management, “The greatest danger in
times of turbulence is not the turbulence
– it is to act with yesterday’s logic.”
Our resilience as an industry depends
on our ability to view these current
challenges in the context of the
pandemic without looking backwards.
The way we’ve always done things
won’t resolve the labor shortage or
supply chain issues. However, as these
 Chapter Calendar ..................20
setbacks force us to rethink how to
attain productivity
and...................
performance
Chapter Officers
21
expectations the resulting solutions will
influence how we operate for the long
term.
Two years of isolation and remote
communication has hampered Keystone
SWANA’s
ability
to
serve
its
membership. Just like your businesses
and operations we need to reinvent
ourselves to meet our members’ needs.

Recently the Board of Directors of
Keystone SWANA met at the offices of
the Wayne Township Landfill for a day
long strategic planning session to
identify how to engage our membership
and help them achieve their professional
career goals.
In the coming year we hope to change
the look and content of our outreach
through social media and newsletter.
We’ve added two events to complement
our traditional annual conference. These
include a Recycling Summit in March
and a Safety Summit in May. As part of
those
we’re
experimenting
with
networking opportunities for young and
seasoned professionals to interact. If
successful, we could expand our efforts
to offer social events throughout the
state to reach all of our members.
Currently, the Chapter’s committee
members and chairs are primarily Board
Directors. That’s a limited pool of
resources and ideas to draw from. To be
a successful and thriving organization
Keystone SWANA needs a strong core
of individuals to develop the educational
programs,
identify
news
worthy
information to share and host our future
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events. Joining a committee is a great way for young professionals to network
and to ensure the Chapter remains fresh and contemporary.
If you’re up to the challenge please contact me michele@nestorresources.com
or Chanda chanda@keystoneswana.org to discuss your interests and the
opportunities.
Michele Nestor - Chapter President

Mini-Tech Recap - Leachate Treatment Plant
On December 15th, 2021, the Chester
County Solid Waste Authority hosted a mini
-technical seminar with 18 attendees
centered around their recently constructed
leachate treatment plant. The reverse
osmosis treatment plant built by Rochem
Americas, Inc. is able to handle a load of
nearly 50,000 gallons per day and
produces only a tenth of that load as
residual waste in the form of concentrated
liquids. The project began bidding and
construction in May 2020 and commenced
start-up operations only 12 months later.
The seminar included a presentation by the
equipment vendor, the operator of the
plant, and the design engineer that touched
on topics ranging from why the equipment
was chosen, what the challenges were
during planning and construction, as well as
performance improvements after plant
initialization. After the presentations, there
was an in-person tour of the plant followed
by a networking lunch. With the plant
operational, CCSWA hopes to reduce
treatment costs that previously went to offsite hauling of stored leachate from the
landfill.

Presentation and discussion prior to the tour of the facility.

By: Chris Toevs

Reverse Osmosis leachate treatment system at Lanchester Landfill in Narvon, PA.
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SWANA Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O Returning in 2022!
Save-the-dates!
Begin planning!
The Road-E-O Returns May 12-13, 2022
After a two-year hiatus due to
COVID-19, a Regional RoadE-O has been scheduled.
The SWANA ROAD-E-O
mission
is
to
provide
operators of solid waste
collection
and
landfill
equipment an opportunity to
showcase their skills. At this
one-day event, contestants
operate solid waste trucks
and landfill equipment on
different field courses and are scored for proficiency, with
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners recognized. Not only do
operators compete with one another, but they also have
the opportunity to network with operators from other
companies in the region. First and second place winners
will be eligible to attend the SWANA International Road-EO to be held in the Fall 2022 in El Paso, Texas, to
compete against contestants from across the US and
Canada.
The Road-E-O is also an opportunity for
employers to recognize and acknowledge their best field
personnel allowing them to attend.
The Mid-Atlantic Chapter will be responsible for the
Regional Road-E-O, which includes our neighboring
chapters to the north: Keystone (Pennsylvania) and New
Jersey. The event will be hosted by the Cecil County
Department of Public Works, Solid Waste Management
Division at its Central Landfill in Elkton, MD.
David Horne (Division Chief), Fred Dollenger (Assistant
Chief), and Tanya Adams (Recycling Program Manager)
are planning and preparing for the event. Some decisions
have been made already, e.g., both the landfill heavy

equipment and truck courses will be at the Landfill, as well
as the Thursday evening dinner and the Friday continental
breakfast, lunch, and awards ceremony. A budget is being
developed in order to set registrant fees for contestants
with a goal to have registration forms for both contestants
and volunteers available before January. In addition, there
may be a “Closest to the pin” on-site fundraiser, as well as
bleachers to watch the landfill equipment events.
Even though all the details have not yet been finalized,
mark your calendars for May 12-13, 2022 and start
recruiting recruit members of your field staff to participate
in the contests. The contests at the May event will include
the following (assuming a minimum number of three
registrants for each category):










Heavy landfill equipment
Landfill compactor
Track dozer
Rubber-tired front-end loader
Articulated dump truck
Trucks
Front-end loader
Rear-end loader
Roll-off

Besides contestants, we will need volunteers:











To serve on the Road-E-O Committee
To help plan and coordinate
To assist with general promotion for contestants and
event volunteers with newsletter articles, website
posts, etc.
To assist with soliciting swag giveaways for the
contestant bags
To assist with obtaining sponsorships
To be on-site at the event on May 12 and/or May 13
To assist the host Cecil County - DPW - Solid Waste
Management Division as needed
To lay out the courses
To judge the contestants on the courses
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To tally scores (two volunteers already)
To be score sheet runners
To be “gophers”

We will need sponsors (who will receive advertising and
recognition depending on the sponsorship levels) which will
be detailed in forms to be finalized by January. If you know
of any vendor or company who services the solid waste
management industry and may be interested in sponsoring
the Road-E-O, please contact them. Or send their names
and
contact
information
to
David
Horne
(dhorne@ccgov.org).
We will also be preparing swag giveaway bags for the
contestants, so any suitable items for field personnel would
be appreciated, but are not needed until early May.
For more information or questions on the Road-E-O, or
to volunteer, contact David Horne or Steve Lippy
As forms are finalized, they will be posted on the Chapter’s (s.lippy@verizon.net).
website and emailed to the members.
With assistance by all Mid-Atlantic Chapter
members, the SWANA Mid-Atlantic Regional RoadE-O on May 12-13, 2022, can be a resounding
success, as were the previous Regional Road-E-O
events hosted by Harford County DPW at its
Harford Waste Disposal Center (2003 and 2004)
and the Maryland Environmental Service (MES) at
its Mid-Shore II Regional Solid Waste Facility in
Ridgely, MD (2012, 2013, 2014, 2017, and 2018).
The three SWANA chapters of Mid-Atlantic,
Keystone, and New Jersey are all appreciative of
Cecil County stepping forth and volunteering to host
their inaugural Regional Road-E-O. Let us be
supportive and assist them to have a GREAT
event!
By: Mid-Atlantic SWANA Chapter

Advertisement

T HE KEYST ONE

2021 W INT ER EDITI ON



5

SWANA Scholarship Awards and Essays
Earlier in 2021, The Keystone Chapter of SWANA
announced the Scholarship Recipients. As promised in our
last issue, these are the recipients and their essays.
Mason Casey, son of
Andrew Casey of Eagle
Disposal. Mason will be
attending Messiah
College for Ministry.

Jacob Martino, son of Chanda
Martino of Keystone SWANA.
Jacob will be attending Drexel
University for Mechanical
Engineering.

Victoria Tafuto,
daughter of William
Tafuto of ARM Group.
Victoria will be attending
Pennsylvania State
University for Math,
Science, or Engineering.

Nicholas Wigle, son of
Shawn Wigle of the City
of Pittsburgh. Nicholas
will be attending
Pennsylvania State
University New
Kensington for
Environmental
Engineering.

Food Waste has to Go
Food waste, a part of our daily lives that we never give a
second thought to. Oh, I’ll throw it in the trash, no big deal,
we think. The truth of the matter is, it’s a bigger deal than
anyone lets onto. In fact, we waste over 103 million tons of
food in the US each day alone, each day (Rubicon). But
yet, across the ocean, 25,000 people die each day from
starvation, more than 10,000 of which are children. We
need to spread awareness, devise better paths of
distribution, and teach businesses to focus on issues
bigger than money, in order to address this ongoing crisis
and improve the world.
We only get one Earth, that’s it just one. In order to take
care of her, many programs are in place to clean up the
oceans, slow climate change, and save endangered
species, but what about our species? One does not need
to look far to see human suffering, it’s everywhere. One of
the biggest problems people living in third-world countries
face daily is nutrition. Not only do they find trouble gaining
access to clean water, but also, they find it difficult to eat
even just one meal a day. The twisted irony of this is we
produce enough food “to feed the global population—but
more than 690 million people still go hungry” (Action
Against Hunger). Moreover, in America specifically,
obesity rates are on the rise with over 300 million adults
facing this disease(WHO). Why is this? How can two
diametrically
opposed
epidemics
be
occurring
concurrently? The answer is simple, human failure on the
basis of greed to accommodate the less fortunate.
Many people do not think about the “starving children in
Africa” when they make supper. Most kids don’t give a
second thought to the boy in a desolate town in Haiti when
they toss their lunch sacks. Most adults don’t consider
those who survive on less than a dollar a day when they
attend an all-you-can-eat-buffet, throwing away half of their
food on their way back for more. We need to educate
these people about the problems in this world. Our planet
is bigger than us, bigger than our small towns, we need
only open our eyes to see it. Participation in programs
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such as a Conservation Day at local schools, Think Before
You Take practices in buffet-style restaurants, and joint
composting clubs will help people see how to make a
difference. If we can start programs to teach the public,
awareness will spread, and the fires of change will be
sparked.
As we have seen there is more than enough food to go
around, the problem is the go around part. Distribution is
key to this hunger crisis. If we could manage to deal with
the waste before it becomes waste, when it is still viable
food, we could be solving two quandaries at once. In order
for mass distribution like this to become possible, we need
to get businesses on the side of welfare and not fiscal
profit—this is the hardest part. Especially in a capitalist
society, convincing big corporations to invest in
philanthropy rather than money is a rather difficult task. By
spreading awareness, however, we could garner enough
support for a movement that could gain enough power to
reach the businesses. Together, we can climb even the
highest corporate skyscrapers and help the less fortunate
down below.
What does this have to do with the waste business? Well,
after food becomes distributed proportionately worldwide,
the demands for sanitation workers and proper waste
mitigation practices will grow. In developed countries like
the US, people will need efficient and green ways to
properly dispose of the waste they do have, in a way that
is healthy for the Earth. In the third-world countries, there
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will now be a need that was never there before. This will
create a new niche for jobs, that can support families and
new communities. Together, we can all grow helping one
another. By distributing food where it is needed, and no
longer carelessly wasting precious food, we can implement
healthy practices for dealing with this waste, prolonging
the life of this amazing planet we call home.
By: Mason Casey, SWANA Scholarship Recipient

Responsibility Around Harmful Chemicals
Within the past two weeks, an agreement was signed by a
federal magistrate judge in Pittsburgh that forces
improvement to the water supply for the heavily populated
city. A major business called PPG Industries Inc., a global
business that produces various paints and coatings had
been dumping leaking toxic metals into the Allegheny
River. The factory is up river from the city, which puts
various chemicals, glass shards, and slurry directly into the
main water supply for the city and one of the biggest rivers
in Pennsylvania. As this is clearly a major environmental
crisis, bringing the attention of two major environmental
groups: PennEnvironment and the Sierra Club. These
groups jointly sued PPG for the destruction and
endangerment of the environment and the Pittsburgh
population, causing the decade-long lawsuit.
The problem is with the nature of PPG’s business: they
produce naturally harmful products. Paints and sealants
are not eco-friendly in any way, and therefore the producer
is limited to what they can do. Since they cannot make the
product more eco-friendly, they are left with the
responsibility to properly dispose of any byproducts from
producing such chemicals. The producer also is
responsible for informing the consumer on what is in the
products and how they ought to be disposed of to assure
that the consumer is properly informed on how to complete
their responsibilities. The consumer, being informed of the
hazards the products they are buying contain towards the
environment, is also agreeing to the responsibilities in
owning such a product. Just as the producer is obligated to
dispose of any hazardous material during production, the
consumer is responsible for properly using and disposing
of the product. After these two parties complete their
respective role in the disposal process, the professionals
are able to complete their own responsibilities in
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completing the disposal process. Professionals include
landfills, recycling companies, and those operating in
between. The professional are led with the task of
determining the most eco-friendly means of handling the
resultant of the producer and consumer’s responsibilities.
By: Jacob Martino, SWANA Scholarship Recipient

Solid Waste Management
The United States are responsible for producing 277
million tons of waste every year. Plastic and other wastes
end up in the ocean, harming sea life. Many news stories
on television as well as social media display disturbing
photos showing animals suffering after being caught in
plastic bottles and other plastic containers. Pollution in
the ocean and other water resources continues to get
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worse and waste continues to occupy land resources due
to landfilling. The United States must find a solution that
balances the preservation of water, land, and air
resources, animal and human health, economic and
energy considerations.
In the United States, landfills have major roles in solid
waste management. In general, at least in the short term,
landfilling is expedient and low cost compared to other
forms of solid waste management. To a lesser extent, the
United States also incinerates (burns) waste, which
produces energy. Although incineration, or “resource
recovery,” is more expensive than landfilling and
produces air pollution, the energy production and smaller
waste volume (ash or residue) make this form of waste
management appealing.

Advertisement
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Landfills have advanced in their operation from simply
placing waste in the ground or a valley to placing waste
inside sophisticated liner systems. Advanced landfill
systems, which are now prevalent across the country,
collect methane through pipes within the solid waste.
Since methane is a greenhouse gas and can contribute to
global warming, its collection and use is doubly vital in that
it avoids emissions and creates energy. When it’s
collected and turned into energy, it can power lights,
nearby homes, and it can fuel natural gas-powered
vehicles, which include the vehicles that collect waste and
recyclables. Modern landfills feature carefully monitored,
high-tech systems that control water and air emissions.
Devoted landfill workers monitor these facilities closely,
providing quality control. These landfills are also designed,
engineered, regulated, tested and monitored in a safe and
environmentally responsible manner. Although landfills
have improved in safety, somehow, plastic waste still ends
up in our oceans and waterways.
Perhaps there is a role that waste generators and waste
professionals can play to avoid plastic pollution in our
waterways. Companies who create and use packaging,
especially plastic, should create an incentive for the
consumer/customer to return the packaging. It seems like
consumers discard packaging irresponsibly, such as
littering. Between the waste collection and landfilling
processes, despite reasonable efforts, plastic packaging
(bottles, bags, etc.) still end up in the ocean and
waterways. If these waste materials could be more highly
valued, so that consumers would think twice before
discarding them, it is likely that less waste would end up in
the ocean. According to the Waste Act, with the exception
of the responsibilities of municipalities, waste holders such
as property owners and companies are primarily
responsible for the management of the waste they
produce. On the other hand, municipalities are held
responsible for organizing the management of waste
produced in homes and by their administrative and service
functions. They are also responsible for arranging the
treatment and recovery of hazardous waste generated in
homes. Many municipalities usually hire private waste
companies (e.g. Waste Management, Republic Services)
to collect neighborhood wastes.
By: Victoria Tafuto, SWANA Scholarship Recipient
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Lack of Recycling Markets for Collected Materials
In recent years we have seen a decrease in the
marketability of recycled materials. The closure or severe
restrictions placed by many foreign markets have severely
impacted how recycling is collected, processed, and
marketed. This change has been slowly overcome by
focusing on quality over quantity. The quality of recycled
materials must be comparable to virgin materials in order
to make them desirable. Companies would rather buy from
a source that offers new materials that meet their quality
and quantity. Recycled materials on the other hand easily
surpass the quantity but have trouble meeting the buyers
quality standards. When we recycle, we offer the same if
not more used materials to be sold, then companies can
make new which gives reasons for companies to buy
recycled materials at higher quantities rather than higher
prices for new materials.
The professionals in charge of waste management face
many issues related to the wastes people create. Today
with the pandemic, people have been making more
garbage than ever before. People are not realizing that the
materials they are throwing away are recyclable or they
are recycling something that should be garbage. Most
people recycle what they wish is recyclable but is really
not, or they just throw recyclables in the trash because
they don’t want to carry it anymore. To reduce waste
production, consumers should try to find ways of using
less like using reusable bottles and plastic free packaging.
If we can teach people to recycle properly then the
recycling industry will still meet the quantity and increase
its quality material value.
By: Nicholas Wigle, SWANA Scholarship Recipient

T HE KEYST ONE

2021 W INT ER EDITI ON



9

Wolf Unveils Statewide Litter Action Plan
Pennsylvanians pride themselves on the beauty the state
offers, by way of millions of acres of forest, rolling hills
and, this time of year, gorgeous fall scenery. But anyone
who has driven the state’s roads to each those
destinations will have a tough time arguing with Gov. Tom
Wolf. “We have a litter problem,” Wolf said when
announcing Pennsylvania’s first litter action plan,
developed in concert with more than 100 stakeholders
from state and local government, businesses, legislators,
nonprofits and community organizations. “Litter is bad for
the environment and out communities, it’s a drain on
taxpayer dollars.”
According to a 2020 study commissioned by state officials
working with non-profit Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful,
PennDOT work crews spent more than $65 million
between 2014-18 removing litter and debris from rights-ofway on state roadways. The agency’s annual litter
removal budget is roughly $14 million. “That’s money that
we could be using to rebuild bridges, help veterans or
feed people” said Shannon Reiter, a North Huntingdon
resident and president of Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful.
“We’re just so thrilled that the governor and our state
agency partners are taking seriously the issue of litter, the
burden it places on communities, and looking to shift to a
prevention strategy.”
The report identifies 16 recommendations to address.
Among them:
 PennDOT, the Department of Community and
Economic Development, and the Department of
Environmental Protection will collaborate on an antilitter campaign anticipated for spring 2022.
 DEP will work on rules to provide convenient and
affordable access to waste disposal and recycling
services in rural areas where they are not always
economically feasible.
 As an add-on to their “Leave No Trace” program, the
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
will update concession vendor agreements to try and
minimize the use of straws and disposable utensils.





Vendors will also be notified when composting is
available at a state park.
State Police will continue with their “Operation Clean
Sweep,” launched over the summer to reinforce a
zero-tolerance attitude when it comes to litter
enforcement.
The Fish & Boat Commission will introduce pilot
projects to encourage proper disposal of fishing line.

DEP Secretary Patrick McDonnell said the state could
take a lesson from the thousands of volunteer litter cleanups that take place across Pennsylvania each year. “If we
bring the same energy to litter prevention initiative that
thousands of volunteers have brought to cleaning up litter
in their communities, we’ll turn a corner of Pennsylvania’s
trash problem,” McDonnell said. “And we’ll gain the
community and economic benefits of a healthier
environment.”
In order to combat litter in urban areas, the plan proposes
innovative solutions like Lancaster’s “Tiny Can Project,”
where city officials installed miniature garbage cans every
few houses on both sides of the street in three targeted
areas. Residents with a “tiny can” outside their homes
agreed to empty them on trash day along with their
regular trash collection. Stakeholders hope the plan can
help address what Keep Pennsylvania Beautiful estimates
is a half-billion pieces of litter scattered throughout the
state.
“We recognize we need to change behavior, not just clean
up the mess,” PennDOT Secretary Yassmin Gramian
said. “With this commonwealth Litter Action Plan, we’ve
provided examples, resources, and calls to action so we
can make some transformative change here in
Pennsylvania.”
By: Patrick Varine
Published: December 2, 2021
Source: The Patriot-News
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No Bull: New Zealand
Scientists Potty Train Cows

Photo of “MooLoo” set up during experiment
Photo Credit: Thomas Hantzschel/FBN
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It turns out that cows can be potty trained as easily as
toddlers, maybe easier. It’s no bull. Scientists put the
task to the test and 11 out of 16 cows learned to use the
“MooLoo” when they had to urinate. The researchers
used a sweet treat to coax the cows to push through a
gate and urinate in a special pen. And it took only 15
days to train the young calves. Some kids take longer.
“The cows are at least as good as children, age 2 to 4
years, at least as quick,” said study senior author Lindsay
Matthews, and animal behavioral scientist at New
Zealand’s University of Auckland who worked with
colleagues on the test at an indoor animal research lab in
Germany.
What started with a half-in-jest question on a New
Zealand radio talk show about the very real problem of
livestock waste resulted in a serious study published in
mid-September in the journal Current Biology. And it
wasn’t just a “wow, this could be fun” academic question.
Massive amounts of urine waste is a serious
environmental issues, Matthews said.

For additional information
or an application visit
KeystoneSWANA.org
or contact Alison D’Airo
Phone 717-737-8326 x 2325

“If it could be done, toilet training animals makes it easier
to manage waste products and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions,” said Donald Broom, a professor of animal
welfare at the University of Cambridge in England.

Note of interest—sponsors to either
the Road-E-O or the annual Fall Conference are eligible for a free advertisement in an upcoming issue of the Keystone SWANA Newsletter.

By: Associated Press
Published: October 24, 2021
Source: The Sunday Patriot-News



10

T HE KEYST ONE

2021 W INT ER EDITI ON



11

Lawsuit Shows Difficulties in Recycling in the U.S.
TerraCycle, the recycling company behind L’Oreal, Clorox,
and others, was sued for misleading customers. Here’s
what happened next.
While many of us are eager to recycle the plastic products
in our homes, the recycling process in the United States is
often confusing and opaque. New Jersey-based
TerraCycle is a recycling company that has partnered with
consumer goods brands to make this process easier. But a
recent lawsuit, and a settlement in mid-November, shows
how many problems exist in the plastic recycling system,
and how much work companies still need to do to clean up
their practices.
In the suit, filed in March, a California-based nonprofit
called the Last Beach Cleanup argued that eight consumer
goods companies led customers to believe that they could
send back plastic packaging and/or single-use products for
free to be recycled by TerraCycle. The LBC said this
encouraged customers to shop from these brands and use
plastic products without worrying about their environmental
impact. In reality, however, only a certain number of
customers could actually recycle those products for free.
Then, customers would either have to pay to recycle the
product or throw it away.

products, like makeup packaging or baby food packets,
which are often made from several different materials.
TerraCycle partners with dozens of companies, including
the eight in the lawsuit, that pay TerraCycle to collect
packaging from consumers and then recycle it. These
sponsored recycled programs are by far TerraCycle’s
largest source of revenue, generating $10.5 million for the
company in 2020. However, these brands set aside a
limited amount of money to pay for the recycling, which
means that in some cases, when demand is high, they run
out of money to continue operating the program.
“In some cases, the programs are so popular that the
budget hits a limit,” Szaky explains. “So we limit the
number of participating locations that can take part.” Fast
Company reached out to all eight consumer companies for
comment, but none responded by the time of publication.
Szaky declined to provide specifics on what these
companies’ budgets were.

According to the terms of the settlement announced
Monday, the eight companies (Coca-Cola, Procter &
Gamble, Late July Snacks, Gerber, L’Oreal, Tom’s of
Maine, Clorox, and Materne) will now make it clear on their
labels when participation is limited. TerraCycle has also
agreed to pay the LBC’s legal fees and implement a
supply chain certification program to give customers more
confidence about how their products are recycled.

Jan Dell, founder of the Last Beach Cleanup, ran into
these limits. She started collecting her plastic waste—like
toothpaste tubes, makeup containers, and plastic cleaning
bottles. But when it came time to send them in to
TerraCycle, she discovered that the recycling program was
closed to new participants. When she went online, she
found people on Reddit in the same situation. She would
either have to throw out all the plastic she’d accumulated
or pay for one of TerraCycle’s “Zero Waste” boxes which
can cost consumers anywhere from $42 to more than
$100 to collect and send in her recyclables. (These boxes
are TerraCycle’s second-largest source of revenue,
generating $7.5 million in 2020.)

Misleading Claims
Tom Szaky founded TerraCycle two decades ago as a
way to fill the gaps in the U.S.’s broken recycling system.
Municipal curbside recycling programs accept only some
forms of plastic, like PET bottles and takeout containers.
They aren’t equipped to handle more complex plastic

To Dell, this was a big problem because she believed
consumers like her were being misled. Consumers might
choose a particular product believing that it would be
properly recycled for free; if they had known the program
was so limited, they may not have made the purchase. It
also seemed problematic that brands were able to have
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the sheen of sustainability by advertising their recycling
program, when in fact only a portion of their packaging
would be recycled. “Brands were telling the world that all
these products could be sent back to be recycled for free,
but there were actually limits,” she says. “It was clear to
me that this could not be legal.” (Neither the LBC nor
TerraCycle specified how many customers were turned
away from these programs.)
The LBC worked with Lexington Law Group to file the suit
against TerraCycle, asking for its labels to be corrected to
make it clear that participation is limited. Per the terms of
the settlement, brands must say on their packaging that
there may be some limits to the TerraCycle recycling
program. Szaky points out that there are many companies
that have never hit their budget limit. Out of the 15
companies that offer pet food recycling programs, for
instance, only two have limits.
When it comes to the required supply chain certification
program, Szaky says TerraCycle was already working on
an audit of its third-party recyclers. He says the company
will share it publicly as soon as the audit is completed next
year. “I want to be clear that we began doing this audit
before the lawsuit even came up,” he says. “This was
something we were already working on.”
The Broader Recycling Problem
While TerraCycle and these eight companies are the latest
to come under fire for deceptive practices, they are far
from the only companies accused of misleading customers
about recycling. In December 2020, Greenpeace sued
Walmart for falsely labeling items as recyclable. It claimed
that several plastic products, like applesauce and yogurt
cups, can be recycled only in certain areas. The court
dismissed the suit, saying that Walmart was not
deliberately misleading in its labeling practices, and the
judge has given Greenpeace the opportunity to file a new,
amended complaint. In 2018, Keurig faced a class-action
lawsuit for making false claims about its coffee pods’
recyclability. While the pods are made from recyclable
plastic, most municipal recycling facilities aren’t able to
process such small pieces of plastic, meaning they’re
actually not recyclable to many consumers. The case is
still in court.
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Meanwhile, there’s increasing evidence that a lot of plastic
that people put in their curbside recycling bins ends up in
landfills. For years, the U.S. sent enormous quantities of
plastic to China to be recycled, but in 2018, the country
said it would no longer accept the plastic. Extensive
reporting from NPR and PBS has found that in many parts
of the U.S., municipalities end up dumping this plastic into
landfills. Since plastic doesn’t biodegrade, it will break into
smaller and smaller fragments that may eventually end up
in the food chain, potentially poisoning animals and
humans.
Dell believes this sets up a situation in which consumers
think they can continue using and recycling plastic with
abandon, when it fact their plastic consumption is actively
harming the planet. She advocates for companies to
redesign packaging to use biodegradable, nonplastic
materials or to use packaging that can easily be recycled
in municipal recycling facilities.
Szaky also believes that the recycling system is broken.
He says this is why TerraCycle is currently directing its
profits toward Loop, a new division of the company
founded in 2019, which helps companies move away from
single-use plastic to reusable bottles. It has created
durable containers for dozens of brands, including Clorox,
Häagen-Dazs, and Seventh Generation, which consumers
can send back to the retailers to be refilled. The program is
already up and running in the U.K., France, and Japan,
and it’s planned to roll out in the U.S. in the coming
months.
In other words, even though TerraCycle’s business model
now depends on recycling, Szaky believes reuse is the
way forward. “Recycling—whether through TerraCycle or
through municipal recycling—is only a Band-Aid,” he says.
“We believe reuse is the right answer and we’re continuing
to pour all our profits into making Loop work. And frankly, if
Loop really takes off, it will actually cannibalize our other
business, kind of like Netflix’s streaming killed off their
DVD business. That will be a good thing.”
By: Elizabeth Segran
Published: November 16, 2021
Source: https://www.fastcompany.com/90697087/

T HE KEYST ONE
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WM Names IE&D Women’s &
Multicultural Group Leaders

Focusing on Pollinators and
Partnership in Fairless

WM’s service territory that includes eastern Pennsylvania
has named the leaders of its Inclusion, Equity and
Diversity (IE&D) Women’s and Multicultural Business
Impact groups.

Following months of learning, planning, recruiting
volunteers, breaking ground and planting, Abbie Krevolin
celebrated the ribbon cutting of her Mission to Monarchs
Pollinator Garden in Bensalem. Mentoring and on-theground support for this project were provided by Judy
Archibald, leader of the WMPA Fairless Wildlife habitat
Council award-winning project, her daughter Kathe
Archibald, Jeff Gancarz, Fairless landfill heavy
equipment operator and Tyler James, Area dispatcher.
Close to 75 community members, volunteers, and local
and County officials came to celebrate this tremendous
accomplishment. The project will be submitted to the
Girls Scouts in hopes of gaining Abbie a Silver
Award. However, her biggest reward is knowing that
she has led a team of dedicated volunteers to construct
a community garden that will serve as a place of learning
reflection, and most of all, fulfill her
commitment to Save the Monarchs!

Senior Financial Analyst Valerie Castelli, who is based at
Fairless Landfill in Bucks County, will lead the women’s
panel and New Jersey Transfer Station Manager Napier
Humphrey will lead the multicultural group. Both groups
will have responsibility for implementing WM’s IE&D
initiatives. Valerie and “Humphrey,” as he is known by his
friends and colleagues, have invited colleagues from
across the service area to participate on their committees.
Valerie, a Levittown resident, joined WM a year ago after
working for 13 years in financial planning, analysis and
operations with her previous employer. Humphrey is a
Brooklyn native who has lived in Asbury Park, N.J., for
over 20 years. He began his career with WM more than
20 years ago.

By: Adrienne Fors, Waste Management

By: Adrienne Fors, Waste Management

Alliance Landfill Earns Recognition for Conservation Work w/ Partners
WM’s Alliance Landfill in Lackawanna County has received a 2021 Environmental Partnership Award from the
Pennsylvania Environmental Council. The award recognizes several community partnerships the landfill has built,
including relationships with the state Game Commission and U.S. Department of Agriculture that have supported the
facility’s wildlife habitat program. With the help of Game Commission
Wildlife Diversity Biologist Richard S. Fritsky and the USDA’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service Biologist Willy Wenner and
Technician Charlie Cini, the landfill habitat team this year banded 10
young American kestrels and monitored species that nested in more
than a dozen songbird boxes, duck nesting structures and bat boxes.

Preparing to band an American kestrel chick in
June.
Photo Credit: Waste Management

Alliance in the last year also partnered with The Monroe County Solid
Waste Authority to host a virtual America Recycles Day and has
continued to serve as a "classroom in the community" for students
interested in learning about modern waste disposal, renewable energy,
the necessity of recycling, and the wildlife that abounds at the landfill.
By: Adrienne Fors, Waste Management

T HE KEYST ONE
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Photographs Show the Amount of Waste Humans Produce
Where does all the trash go after you take it to the
dumpster? The reality depicted in the images here
showcase the current state of waste management, and how
the items we discard are piling up all over the world.
Thousands of diplomats and activists convened in Glasgow
to discuss the worsening climate crisis at the 26th United
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) in November.
Sustainability, pollution, and mitigation were covered, and
with that, this felt like a good time to look at all the things
that go to waste.
1,825 pounds of trash per year: That's how much the
average American produces, according to statistics by the
Environmental Protection Agency, which tracks facts and
figures of municipal solid waste. According to the agency’s
findings, food and paper top the rankings for types of waste
going into landfills.
Another big piece of the trash equation is plastic. Just last
year, the US shipped about 1.4 billion pounds of plastic
trash overseas. And according to a new report by the
Bennington College, Vermont-based project Beyond Plastic,
plastic production is quickly becoming a major source of
greenhouse gas emissions. “If plastic were a country, it
would be the world’s fifth largest greenhouse gas
emitter, beating out all but China, the US, India and
Russia,” the report states.

An aerial view of the Aleksinsky Karyer solid waste
landfill in the town of Klin, Russia, in 2018.
Photo Credit: Sergei Bobylev / TASS

Batches of outside mattress material are seen at
Oakland's DR3 Mattress Recycling Center in Oakland,
California, in 2016.
Photo Credit: Liz Hafalia / San Francisco Chronicle via Getty Images

America certainly isn't the only culprit when it comes to
overconsumption and needing new solutions to waste
management, as these photos show the handling of
waste in a variety of ways around the globe.
By: Kristen Chilstrom
Published: November 3, 2021
Source: https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/
kirstenchilstrom/photos-landfills-trash-extreme-waste

An aerial view of the tire graveyard located 160 kilometers
away from the capital Kuwait City in al Salmi area, Kuwait,
in August 2021.
Photo Credit: Anadolu Agency / Getty Images

T HE KEYST ONE

The Kuwaiti government is seeking a solution to getting rid
of disposed tires, which threatens the environment and
human health due to the dangerous components and
durability of the material, that have been accumulating for
about 20 years.
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Old cellular phone components are discarded inside a
workshop in the township of Guiyu in China's southern
Guangdong province in June 2015.
Photo Credit: Tyrone Siu / Reuters

Photo Credit: Anadolu Agency / Getty Images

A waste picker walks with a load of recyclable waste on her
head in the Mbeubeuss rubbish dump in Dakar in July
2021.

Aerial view of a landfill near Yellow River in Jiyang county,
Ji'nan city, east China's Shandong province, in July 2019.
Photo Credit: Luo Bo / Imaginechina

Photo Credit: John Wessels / AFP via Getty Images

A view of tons of garbage in a trash pit on April 2, 2021, in
San Francisco.

The son of a garbage collector rests as his father (not
pictured) looks for items that can be resold at a landfill site
in Alue Liem in Lhokseumawe in September 2021.

Photo Credit: Justin Sullivan / Getty Images

Photo Credit: Azwar Ipank / AFP via Getty Images

T HE KEYST ONE

Close-up of crushed recycled scrap metal bales at a dump
in Canada in 2015.
Photo Credit: Education Images / Universal Images Group via Getty
Images
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Pieces of dinnerware that did not meet standards for retail
sale or recycling in a landfill on the grounds of the Fiesta
Tableware Co. factory in Newell, West Virginia, in July
2021.
Photo Credit: Luke Sharrett / Bloomberg via Getty Images

A Venezuelan migrant searches a rubbish dump for clothes
for her and her children in the Alto Hospicio area, on the
outskirts of Iquique, Chile, in September 2021.

A truck dumping garbage at the Yadrovo solid waste
landfill in the village of Yadrovo. On March 21, 2018, 77
schoolchildren sought medical care following an outburst
of gas from the landfill.

Photo Credit: Martin Bernetti / AFP via Getty Images

Photo Credit: Sergei Bobylev / TASS

Bicycles and bicycle parts are pictured in a landfill in
Saitama on Oct. 11, 2021.

Recycled milk cartons are viewed at the Sims Municipal
Recycling Facility, an 11-acre recycling center on the
Brooklyn waterfront in 2015 in New York City.

Photo Credit: Charly Triballeau / AFP via Getty Images

Photo Credit: Spencer Platt / Getty Images

T HE KEYST ONE

A public landfill out in the desert where the garbage is
burned in Marsa Matruh, Egypt, in January 2020.
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Birds fly near garbage collected from an area that used to
be a landfill and will be diverted into a green park in
Zakho, district of Dohuk, Iraq, in January 2020.

Photo Credit: Alexander Farnsworth / AP Images
Photo Credit: Ari Jalal / Reuters

Disposed medical waste lies on the floor of a landfill site
during the coronavirus pandemic in New Delhi, India, on
July 4, 2020.

Guatemalan garbage collectors search for recyclable
rubbish to make their living at the Municipal Sanitary
Landfill, the largest dump site in the country, in Guatemala
City in October 2017.

Photo Credit: Adnan Abidi / Reuters

Photo Credit: AFP Contributor / Getty Images

Domestic refuse being unloaded from a truck at the Arpley
Landfill Site in Cheshire, United Kingdom in 2018.

A garbage collector at Okhla landfill picking up trash for a
living amidst severe odor on Oct. 11, 2017, in New Delhi,
India.

Photo Credit: Avalon / Universal Images Group via Getty Images

Photo Credit: Barcroft Media / Getty Images
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Garbage piled up on the banks of the Beirut River, which
had been turned into a temporary garbage dump, collapses
in October 2015.

SKM, a recycling company in Melbourne, has been
declared bankrupt, and its six major warehouses are full of
recyclable materials awaiting processing in August 2019.

Photo Credit: Patrick Baz / AFP via Getty Images

Photo Credit: Fairfax Media / Getty Images

Destroyed weapons are pictured in April 2013 at a landfill
near Lille in northern France.
Photo Credit: Francois Lo Presti / AFP via Getty Images

Image of heavy machinery working to extinguish the fire at
Zaldibar landfill on Feb. 21, 2020, in Pais Vasco, Spain.
Photo Credit: Europa Press News / Getty Images

A young boy is seen searching for recyclables at the
Tirabichi garbage dump in 2013 in Nogales, Mexico. About
30 families live at the landfill, searching for recyclables to
sell for a living.
Photo Credit: John Moore / Getty Images

Smoke rises from burning rubbish at a landfill site on the
artificial island of Thilafushi in 2019 near Male, Maldives.
Photo Credit: Carl Court / Getty Images
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SWANA Keystone Chapter Calendar of Events
For more Information, event
registrations, and updated
information please go to the
Keystone Chapter's website:
http://www.keystoneswana.org/

**NOTE Schedule is subject to change**
J ANU ARY 20 22
 Distribute Winter Edition of The Keystone

 Thursday 6/02, 10:00AM, Chapter Keystone
SWANA Board Meeting, Video Call
JUL Y 2022
 No Activities Planned
AUG UST 2022
 Thursday 8/04, 10:00AM, Chapter Keystone
SWANA Board Meeting, Video Call
 Distribute Summer Edition of The Keystone

F EBRU ARY 20 22
 Thursday 2/03, 10:00AM, Chapter Keystone
SWANA Board Meeting, Video Call

SEPTMEBR 2022
 Wednesday and Thursday 9/7-9/8 Annual Joint
Fall Conference at the Harrisburg Hilton.
Harrisburg, PA

MAR CH 20 22
 Thursday 3/03, 10:00AM, Chapter Keystone
SWANA Board Meeting, Video Call

 End of Chapter Fiscal Year

 Tuesday 3/15, 8:00AM, Recycling Summit at the
Harrisburg Hilton. Harrisburg PA
 Articles due to for Spring Edition of The Keystone
AP RI L 2022
 Thursday 4/07, 10:00AM, Chapter Keystone
SWANA Board Meeting, Video Call
 Distribute Spring Edition of The Keystone
MAY 2 022
 Thursday 5/05, 10:00AM, Chapter Keystone
SWANA Board Meeting, Video Call
 Thursday 5/12, 5:30PM 2022 Road-E-O, Cocktails
and Dinner at the Cecil County Central Landfill.
Elkton MD
 Friday 5/13, 8:00AM 2022 Road-E-O, Competition
at the Cecil County Central Landfill. Elkton MD
 Wednesday 5/18, 8:00AM Safety Summit at the
Harrisburg Hilton. Harrisburg, PA

JUNE 20 22

19
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Chapter Officers and Board of Directors
 Officers
Michele Nestor ....................................... President

Denise Wessels, P.E.......................Vice President

President
Nestor Resources, Inc.

Project Director
SCS Engineers

Tom Lock................................................ Secretary

Bernie Rieder ..........................................Treasurer

Northeast Regional Manager
SCS Field Services

Northern Regional Sales Manager
Rochem Americas

Sean C. Sweeney, P.E....................................................................................... Immediate Past President
Vice President
Barton and Loguidice, DPC

 Public Sector Directors
Scott McGrath

Scot C. Sample

Environmental Planning Director
Streets Department, Sanitation Div. City of Philadelphia

Executive Director
Northern Tier Solid Waste Authority

Mike Brubaker

Christopher Toevs, EIT

Board Member
Lancaster County Solid Waste Authority

Assistant Engineer
Chester County Solid Waste Authority

 Private Sector Directors
Jill Hamill, P.E.

Carolyn Witwer

Project Manager
Civil and Environmental Consultants

Director of Sales Development
Penn Waste

Dan Fellon

Charles Raudenbush, Jr.

Vice President, Solid Waste Management
ARM Group

Senior Consultant
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

 International Board Member

 Chapter Legislative Liaison

Elizabeth Osborne

Charles Raudenbush Jr.

Operations Superintendent
Chester County Solid Waste Authority

Senior Consultant
Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc.

 Young Professional Director
Brandon Comer, P.E.
Senior Project Engineer
ARM Group
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Keystone Chapter Committee Members
Administrative & Marketing Subcommittee

Road-E-O Committee

Sean Sweeney

Robert Watts - Chair

Articles and By Laws

Mike Engel

Scott McGrath - Chair

Scot Sample

Robert Watts

Safety Ambassadors

Audit / Budget / Financial Committee

Elizabeth Osborne - Safety Ambassador

Sean Sweeney

Jill Hamill

Communications & Newsletter Committee

Scot Sample

Carolyn Witwer - Chair

Kevin Weaver

Alison D’Airo - Newsletter Editor

Scholarship Committee

Michele Nestor

Daniel Brown - Chair

Scott McGrath

Tom Lock

Denise Wessels

Charles Raudenbush, Jr.

Legislative / Policy Committee

Robert Watts

Charles Raudenbush, Jr. - Chair

Denise Wessels

Membership & Marketing Committee

Strategic Planning

Carolyn Witwer - Chair

Sean Sweeney - Chair

Jill Hamill

Michele Nestor

Michele Nestor

Denise Wessels

Personnel & Nominating Committee

Young Professionals Committee

Tom Lock - Chair

Brandon Comer - Chair

Mike Engel

Jill Hamill

Program & Training Committee

Kathryn Sandoe

Michele Nestor - Fall Conference Chair
Denise Wessels - Mini Tech Chair
Tom Lock
Carolyn Witwer

Thank you to all of our
committee members for
everything that you do to
make the Keystone
SWANA Chapter great!
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This Publication is for the Solid Waste Professionals
of the Keystone Chapter of SWANA
The Keystone is published three times per year (winter, summer, and fall). If you
have ideas for future articles, updates, or general suggestions for The Keystone,
or you would like to advertise with us, please contact us at :
admin@keystoneswana.org.

Chapter members: please freely share this info with others that
you work with or who have an interest in waste news in PA.

The SWANA Newsletter is published 3 times a
year in April, August, and December.
If you would like to have an article included in The
Keystone, please submit it by the 15th of the
month prior to the scheduled release date.

We Want Your Articles!
**As a reminder articles are accepted throughout
the year and while we encourage original articles
they do not have to be originally written as long as
a proper source is cited.**

If you did not receive your copy of this newsletter from SWANA, then
you are not on our email list for news. Please send us your current
email address as all future newsletters, as well as informational
broadcasts and other communications, will only be sent via email.
Our email is: admin@keystoneswana.org

This publication was produced by Barton & Loguidice on behalf of the SWANA Keystone Chapter.
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